
Little River Elementary School PTA 
March 8, 2018              7:00 pm Library 

General Meeting 
I. Introduction 
Call to order at 7:03 pm by Johanna Barker and quorum was established.  
The following members were in attendance: Johanna Barker,Vice President of Events, Kim 
Lane, Secretary, Marty Buchanan, Treasurer, Sara Enos, Volunteer Coordinator, Kevin 
Murphy, Principal, Kim Dempsey, Vice Principal, Vijaya Chary, Erin Staples, Iris Costantino, 
Meredith Tomasulo, Jen Wroniewicz, Katharin Girardi, Aimee Comi, Susana Esparza, 
Claudia Matteo, JoAnne Johnson, Kerry Cooley (17) 
 
II. Executive Board Reports 
Gabe Comi, President ( absent) 
 
Johanna Barker, VP Events  
Johanna called to approve February 2017 minutes. Kim Lane motioned to approve and Jen 
Wroniewicz seconded the motion; motion to approve minutes was passed.  
A review of upcoming events included the Fun Run; registration opened today and “runs” 
through March 16. Event is April 26. The Science & Engineering Fair is March 16 and all are 
welcome. Featured speaker will be Melissa Nord (Melissa Nord is a Certified Broadcast 
Meteorologist and co-anchor on Wake Up Washington Saturday and Sunday mornings, and 
is also a meteorologist for WUSA 9 News at Noon. She is an advocate for inspiring others to 
be excited about science, and enjoys planning community events and visiting schools 
across the DC area to encourage STEM education.). Thank you to Erin Staples for 
organizing her as our special guest speaker. Finally, Little River Basketball Madness is in 
April but this Friday witness some of our own teachers/staff at the Wizards basketball 
fundraiser at Freedom HS. 
 
Amy Heifetz, VP Fundraising (absent) 

 No fundraising updates presented. 
 
Kim Lane, Secretary 

 We currently have 295 parents and 51 teachers in our membership. 
 
Nandita Theraja, Membership Chairperson (absent) 



Sara Enos, Volunteer Coordinator 
 Volunteers will be needed for upcoming spring events; Teacher Appreciation Week 

and the Spring Fun Run. Box Tops winners for March contest were all Kindergarten classes: 
Amend, Mitkowski & Smith and the students will have pizza on Thursday as their prize. 
 
III. COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Nominations Committee Report 
Meredith Tomasulo, Chairperson of Nomination Committee 

 Meredth Tomasulo noted that we are still looking for volunteers for the next PTA 
board. If you are interested, there will be an open house on March 16th at the science fair. 
Please stop by and ask any questions! We need both board and committee members. 
” If everyone gives just 1 hour…” 
Fifth Grade Promotions Report 
Jen Wroniewicz, 5th Grade Promotion Chairperson/Former PTA President 

 Jen Wroniewicz updated us on the progress of the committee. They are in good 
shape with over $600 in sponsors. Tee shirts are being ordered. Dare shirts are here. They 
are looking to have a dunk tank at the promotion fun day event. If anyone has any contacts 
please contact Jen or the committee. (See 5th grade promotion website for contact info). 
The committee requested a change in the PTA budget line to reflect/clarify the $2500 
donation from the PTA to the committee. The board will address this request to rectify this 
issue.  
Our SEAC representative: Susana Esparza  

 Susana noted that the hot topic currently in LCPS is “restraint & seclusion”. This was 
discussed at the recent meeting. Subcommittees were formed in 4 categories to include 
dyslexia, autism, mental health and other. The public is invited to attend these sub 
committee meetings. See SEAC website for details. They also discussed needing more 
awareness at the HS level and better continuity in programming. 
Mrs. Dempsey added that Little River DOES NOT have any type of seclusion room/
program. We follow a “stepped” approach and have an action plan if necessary to deal with 
any student requiring assistance in this area. LRE has a Behavioral Intervention Team of 
our staff that is trained and that will step in if need arises. 
Our LEAP representative: Iris Costantino 

 Please contact Iris for any questions.  
 
Marty Buchanan, Treasurer   

 As a reminder, teacher/assistant PTA members are offered a once a year class room 
supply grant from the PTA.  

 Our budget has been revised and will be updated on line. The board met last week to 
re-do the budget to cover the shortage of $7,000 in our fundraising line. Timing is a concern. 
We should be fine for the rest of the year, but do not promise anything/spend anything 
without speaking to the board first. PLEASE submit all reimbursements online ONLY with a 
pdf file. This helps speed up the processing.  



 
IV. Principals reports. 
Mrs. Dempsey, Vice Principal 

 Applications for our reverse-inclusion pre-school here at Little River are due March 
12. The class contains students who are good communicators, good peers and appropriate 
to share the classroom with special needs students. If you feel, you child fits this category, 
please apply. March 20th will be the in-person screening. 
 
Mr. Murphy, Principal 

 Please see the current newsletter for more information on upcoming school events. 
Read around the River will be rescheduled (due to school closure) to go along with Library 
Appreciation Week. All staff and students will participate by reading in the hallways together. 
This is fine arts month and students will be asked to dress in various colors such as red, 
orange/yellow, and green on designated days. Our Spring book fair is March 19-23. 
Thursday evening the 22nd will be family night. Come early and beat the lines!! There will be 
a meet and greet at the science & engineering fair for our PTA.  
Please offer your volunteer time and support the PTA by serving. In order to keep Little River 
the strong community based school that we are proud of, we need your help. If you missed 
the winter dance, the holiday shop, the spring spirit nights, please offer to volunteer next 
year for the PTA and keep our school programs going strong. 
Spring break is March 26-30. April 2nd is county PD day so there is no school. April 9th is a 
teacher workday. Please be aware there are 2 Mondays in a row that students are off. April 
19 is a meet and greet with our new reassigned incoming students from Cardinal Ridge. 
LEAP will have a new focus on mental heath in the future. “Return to Learn” will help 
students more easily transition back to school after being unable to attend school in the 
classrooms. It will include easier options such as partial days, digital learning, working at 
home etc… stay tuned for more details. Finally, congratulations to Trinity who made it the 
farthest in the LCPS spelling bee since our last eagle made it all the way in 2008! Way to 
represent the River! 
V. Old Business:  

 None. 
VI. New Business:  

 Several parents were concerned and asked why the PTA has cut out some of the 
programing such as the winter dance, spirit nights, etc… They voiced their disappointment 
that some of their students were 5th graders who missed out on some of the more traditional 
events at Little River. The PTA responded with comments that there simply were not enough 
volunteers to help this year along with other challenges. Several parents offered to assist in 
volunteering their time to get some spirit nights going before the end of the year to benefit 
both the PTA as well as the 5th grade promotion committee. All agreed that this was a win-
win situation and planning will begin. Watch for upcoming dates upon approval. 

 	  



 
A second topic was addressed by Mr. Murphy concerning the 3-5th grade students and the 
inappropriate use of language in school that is making it uncomfortable for some students. 
Mrs. Terry has spoken to each class from 3-5 and reminded them of their behavior/language 
at school. The staff has asked that parents address this topic at home and monitor their 
students exposure to such inappropriate words etc… Elementary school should be a “G” 
rated place of learning. Thank you for your help with this subject, the teacher and staff 
always appreciate support from home. 
	  
VII. Announcements 

 Mrs. Dempsey made a proposal to the PTA for funding for 2 straw rocket launchers 
that were used (borrowed) at our recent STEM night. The proposed amount for 2 launchers 
was approximately $350. The PTA board tabled this proposal until the budget shortfall can 
be revised. A vote will be required as this amount is over the $300 limit for board approval. 
VIII. Adjournment 

 A motion to end the meeting was made by Johanna Barker and seconded by Marty 
Buchanan. Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 
 
(awaiting copy of proposal) 


